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© Knaves and Fools foully foyled, and 


tallenintoa pit of their own digging : 4 15/8 | 


W herccin their late Errors are lamentingly laid _ 
down by one of cho Brethren of chat Function. _ +1 an 44 


Snatcht from their Convention Table, 


AND 
Publiſhed to the end, that againſt the next 
time the People ſhall be cither ſo Mad or Fooliſh 


ro believe them, or truſt them, rhey may learn 
more \vir,and-praceed more gr 1dually,and 
nor ſo ach to Phaetoriae. 


I: W *N Thieres fall out , hone Mes 
} come ty their Goods again, 
& &+ Londen, Printed ar the Charge of Toh Lambert, Charles 
: 3 Fleetwood, Arthur Hefilrig, "and —— Hewſon the Cobler, 
; and are ro be diftribured co rhe fainting | * 
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THE 


LAMENTATION 


A Bad Market. 


Friends and Gti 


He cauſe of this Convention of the Saints, i is 
ro condole and lament our great and mani- 
fold Lofles and Crofles have beſer us, and 
compaſled us round abour, to the utter over= 
throw of our great and glorious Cauſe, and. 

our ſelves and Honou's likewiſe. This day is- not to be ob- 
ſerved as hicherto have been, for ViRories and Triumphs over 
our Enemies, bur r> be kept as a ſolemn day of Expoſtula-, 
tion, wherein we muſt with grief, and f6ghs, and fobs, and 
birrerneſs of ſpirit, round: up our Mater for his perfidious 
leaving of us, and dealings roward us, Why ſhould he thus 
reward kis Saints with evil for good ? We that have ſoughe 
the advancement of his Kingdom both night and any, by 

Plots, Devices, Straragems, Eire, Ruines, Blood, all that et- 

ther we, or he himſelf ro help us, could invent ; 'andhat yet 

he ſhould forſake us, cuts our very hearts, ſo chat fcarcely for 

anguiſh of ſpicir ſhall we be able to look him in the face. 
Let us ſee and eximine our ſelves, what we think may be 
the reaſons of his lare withdrawing from us, and his cancet- 
ling of our Commiſſions inf ach Arange and UNEXPEC Red man- 
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ner: Was it becauſe we proceeded too raſhly-inthe Rule 
and Governing of his Kinzuoms, and flocked coo thranging- 
Y ly to the Throne of Dignity, thereby to (ſhorten, nor prolong 
E: hi Reign on Earrh ? or for that we have been too mindful 
3 7 p:ivare Intereſt ? or what, ſhould be the reaſons of his 
chus eclipfing our Grazdewr, think ye, my Brethren'? Oh s 
Lwocifer ! Lucifer ! why haft thou foriaken us,. and left thine 
own-people in rhe day of Adverfty ? Why wilt thou nor 
continue thy wonted goodneſs to thy choſen ones ? bur ſuffer 
them thus ro be.xrodden under, and inſulced over-by-rhe Ene- 
mie of borh thy Cauſe and ours, by both thy Enemies and 
our Enemies? Thou canſt not ſay rhou haſt ever found us un- 
faithful co thee in our Calling and Imployments ; and where- 
fore then haſt nor chou prote&ed us, and taken away chat 
black vail which hath covered our eyes, but ſuffered us thus to 
be beſotred and beguiled 2 Well, feeing it 1s thus, we are re- 
ſolved to be angry wich thee ; and if we were but certain of 
making our eſcapes out of that Gin, Net and Trap thou haſt 
caught us in, we could almoſt abandon thy Banners, under 
which we bave thns long fought. Why haſt thou rluspainced 
_ and beſparted the. immaculate Garments and: White Robes 
of thine Ele& with the duft of the earth> _ 

Oh Brethren! that we had bur had the policy of the | 
Monks, then ſhould not we have been reduced to that low 
ebbe which now we are. Friends, ſeeing we have begun, let. 
us ſearch our ſeives to the bottom, and recount what we were- 
in the dayes of old : 'Were no: we the deſpiſed of rhe Na- 
tion ? Were not we contented wich the merneſt Corrages to 
cover our heads, the ljke Food to ſuſtain our ſelves, and the 
pooreſt Weeds to clothe our ſelves? In thoſe dayes we rook 
ao thought, neither were our heads buſted with National Oe- . 
eurrances, the Secrets of Kingdoms,' Kings and Princes, rhe 
acquaintance of Powers, and Exerciſe of Powers, Ruling 
and Dominion, Governments in Church and Srare > Our 
ehiefeft cover an'! buſineſs rhen were to #er bred co feed our 
ſelves, and Clothes co coyer. our nakedneſs, and to RR 
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Fathers gave us educacion in, as Thimble-makers, Razor-. 
makers, Taylors, Coblers, Carpenters, Weavers, Brewers 
Pedlers, ant ſuch like Vocations: Then were we happy, m 
friends, and lived in peace, ſucking, Conſolation and Nouriſh- 
menc fromahe Pottage-por, Beef - and Bag-pudding, . O. tha © 
we h1d never known or been inftruged in the: Rudiments of 
Ambicion, but had delighred in rhe Preceprs of Content! O 
thac our Miſter had never charmed us into an aſpiring vain, 
unleſs wirhall he had; given us more ſober and policick. heads, 
for the management of our Aﬀairs of ſuch'a vaſh Circumfe- 
rence | O what fools were we, that when we had, mounted 
ewo.or three eps, and with che fatning.Coniolation of a ſute- 
able portion of Kings Lands, Queens, Biſhops, Deans and 
Chapters, and other Sequeſtred Lands and Eſtates, as were al- 
lotred unto us, we could nor reſt. con:ented. there, bur muft 
fill be Alutrering wich, our ambitious Wings at the Helm, and 
nothing will ſatisfie, Coblers and Brewers, bur Crowns and 
Scepters. We'might have taken our Brother rhe Neapolirane 
CAHaſſionells's Chance inco our confideration,: which (it may 
be) if our ambitious eyes had nor been dazzled. wirh the glit- 
rering hoves of Gold and Honour, but that we could have had 
a ſerious reflexion on rhe ſame, would have given ſome check 
co our haughtineſs, and-a- Rein to our furious current. But 
we (likey/carws ) muſt mount,. and fland,in competirion with 
the Sun, ll tha he. melrs rhe Wings of our. Ambition like 
wax, and plunzes our brazen, faces intq phe. deeps : Norhing 
bur Phactozs requeſt will give ſarisfa&ton untco us, and I think 
we have ſeconded him indifferetc wel,. ro.our own forrow and 
deſtruction. Er ons TIN 

Oh we hid crodden rhe path that qur good. Maſter Oli- 
ver left behinde him 1: an4 that: the Fl-etwoods had nordeale 
fora'hly with his ſucceſſo: in difinthronizing him, and in cine 
queltionle(s we mizhr have chirmed him by the Spiricual con- 
veriations of Goodwyn, Sterrey and Peters, into a fit compo=- 
ſure, and rempered.conflrution eo have preſerved ws oe 
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the beft Workmen in the ſever; Trades and 
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ſeyeral mounredStations; as & farher had done before him. 
O that the Hopes of -rhe Fleetwoods had not been ſo mi;ary,. 
and the Ambition of che Zawberts ſo greac! then, even 1in- 
this day, might 'we hivebeenwallowing inour: far Livings, as 
the Sow walloweth in theyre ; but now Wo cannot, With ihe 
Dpg, return: tochis vomit.” '© that we had had: bur ſ@'much wir 
as co have avoided the long Treaties, redious M-ertings an4 


P:olongarions in cherre-itbte ſeaton which rhe politick Afonch, 


Put upon us. Ha: we yy=l1 noted char State-Ajhoriſm (viz ): 
Delajes breed Danger,” then had we not. been in this drooping: 
ardlow eſtate we a*e reliced unto. © Bur we were con:dent. 
inche arm of our {trengch, and did' not dread or fear rhe Ene- 
mies that were riſen up againtt us and cur Caule : All the care 
we todk was to- pravide bags to part the ſpoil of another Se- 

queſtrarion, bur now our bags are ent from us. AE 
How macht would we now gtve, to have had then a ſpiric of 
fore-ſeeing and fore-knowing; then ſurely we ſhould, if nor 
with victory, have come off with a complying Plavdite, and 
nor wich ſuch a hifsing Reproach' as is atrribuce4 unto vs. 
Friends, to ſee how we have been fooled, 1s doleful and ſoul- 
cuttin2 to rehearſe; for whillt we ſtand ſcaffling, fighting, 
ftrugling, ſnarfing. and, contemning ferthe Bone, the Owner 
watches his opportunity, and comes and fnarchech away the 
M-at from us. and leaves us tocar each other for hunger, and 
in a far.worſe eſtate than at the beginning. Truly, friends, 
we are ig a Vry ſad condition, and have brought our Hogs to 
a very fair Marker; but have made but a foul price of them 
I'll affure you. Now the people have found our what we are, 
and what way afl our' actions bent their courſe, now that our 
Cauſe 1s.quite ſplir, and our Honeur laid in the duſt, our a&s 
of Injuſtice laid open before chem, they will lone us if we 
a(s along the flreers. We have received the Mark of che 
Beaſt in our forgheads, and the very Children will ſmell us 
out, even as the Car doth the Mouſe, and hunt us up and down 
more than ever they did Marrizt : So that ro ftay here, we 
dare not, for fear of che Judge who is ar the door, and will 
re- 
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reward every one according to their ſeveral deeds, whether 


good or evil, for h!m or againſt him. And co fly into Foreign 


Nations, will be far worſe than to abide. here; for there the 
veryſones ih the ſtreec will riſe up againſt, and accuſe ſuch 
vile Traycors as we , anp ve ſhall be murthered like ſo wany 
Dogs. Men and Brethren, what (hall we do ?-— In my 
judgement, our onely way 1s to march under the feveral Ban- 
ners of oiir Profeſsions, and ſeveral Occupations, Trades an1 
Vocations, ts meet our Landlord, and cry .Pecavimus with 
Halters inriching our:Necks. O. beloved,-thar /in this our 
day of Adverfity, we were become, as once, honeft Thimble- 
makers, Cutlers, Cobfers, B-ewers, Taylors,Carpenters, Wea- 
vers, Tinkers ! then ſhould we take quiet ſleeps, then would 
not fears and dangers inthe ntghes alarm us, and rowſe us 
from our pillows : Now 'we' ſhall be: ſubje& .unte continual 
fears, ever expecting and looking' for a-Mefienger ro be ſent 
unto us, to call us to an accompr, by our Landfords order : 
We have broken the Covenants in our Leaſes, and have ſuf- 
fered his Lands and Tenements to be run"over with ruine ; 
we have forfeited for .non-payment of Rent, Service, Ho- 
mage and Fealty, againſt Law and Equity, and a ſtrong Co- 
venant in our Leaſes to that purpoſe : We have prohtbired 
his entrance to view the ſtate of the reparations of his Meſ- 
ſuages, Lands and Tenements : We have perſecuted and kil- 
led his Servants and Friends, whem for that purpoſe he has ſo 
often ſent unto us ;, And whar cad 3Þ-parke char we have not 
done ? Finally, Brethren, what accompr ſhall we give of our 
Stewardſhip ? and which of us ſhall have thar impudent bold- 
neſs as to look him 1n the face ? Whether ſhall we fly forre- 
' fuge, or unto. whom for prote&ion ? The ſight of the King 
will cut us like a trrvo-edged Sword ; who: ſhall abide his pre- 
ſence? We have digeed a pit, and are fallen-inro.1t our 
ſelves : how ſhall we then eſcape? we have, invented and 
prepared miſchief for others, and it 1s returned upon our own 
pates : Who ſhall picy us ?: who ſhall fave, us? who ſhall de- 
liver us ? KR nr anc T8 Rt iF I. 
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- Now'liou- our i hath tee: OE 
For people ro deride our-tall' 4 © © 
Our wicked a&ings. grear and ſmall; 
Shall condemn us ith Julgement- cllt - 
Ambitious wings are melred, 
Ovt- Honour wirh-dict is pelred, 
Andwe are left beſmelred;. ; *- 
*Cauſe we mult needs be: Belted. 
Oh1: char as:firft'we/did: begin | : fr. 
-With aCoblers Awl, arids Taylors Pin; . 
; WiathiCarpenrers: Rule; Brewers Sling, 
Weavers Trade, Pedlers'Pack; 
- Tinkers Budger, Millers Sack: : 
We could but-now-go work againy” 
ons All-in our priftint/Frades amiin; - 
 Ochen how:happy+hould werbe, i: 
If of our Honour we were free; it o 
And.could bur cry, God / CROP fn,” 
"nd reds Peace mew | 
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